What if I believe DCF has made an
error in calculating my share of cost?

You can fax the caseworker on your Notice of
Case Action and request an explanation of
your share of cost and why it is so high. If
you are not satisfied with the response or get
no response in a reasonable time, you can re-
quest a Fair Hearing. You have a right to re-
quest a Fair Hearing any time the Department
issues an decision which is detrimental to you.
You have 90 days to request a Fair Hearing.
We recommend that you submit your request
in writing to the Office of Appeal Hearings,
Bldg. 5, Room 203, 1317 Winewood Blvd., Tal-
lahassee, FL 32399.

What is the Medically Needy
Program?

Medically Needy is a Medicaid program that
can help pay for Medicaid-covered services.
Individuals enrolled in the Medically Needy
Program have income or assets that exceed
the limits for regular Medicaid. A certain
amount of medical bills must be incurred each
month before Medicaid is approved. This is
referred to as your “share of cost”.

What is “"Share of Cost"?

Your share of cost is the amount of medical
bills that you must have before Medicaid can
pay any of your other incurred medical bills for
you. Your share of cost works like a deductible
on a health insurance policy. It is based on the
amount of your monthly income. You must
have allowable medical expenses equal to the
amount of your share of cost each month be-
fore you can become eligible for Medicaid for
the rest of the month.

How does it work?

Each month certain medical expenses,
called “allowable medical expenses” that
you owe or have paid during the month are
counted toward your share of cost. When
the amount of allowable medical expenses
is equal to your share of cost for a month,
you will be eligible for Medicaid for the rest
of that month. Before using any medical
services, you must be sure the provider is
a Medicaid provider and willing to accept
Medicaid as payment.

The following example is how share of
cost works: If your share of cost is $800
and you go to the hospital on May 10 and
receive a bill for $1000, you have met the
share of cost and are Medicaid eligible from
May 10 through May 31%. If the bill from
May 10" is a Medicaid covered service re-
ceived from a Medicaid provider, Medicaid
will pay the bill.

You may also be able to use unreimbursed
medical expenses from a prior month to
meet your share of cost. However, you will
only be covered from the date of the ex-
pense that satisfy the share of cost
amount.

What are Allowable Expenses?

Allowable medical expenses are bills that:

® Are unpaid and still owed and have not
been used in an earlier month to meet
your share of cost.

® Are paid during the current month.
Have not been paid for you or will not be
paid by health insurance, another person
or any other source.

There are two kinds of allowable medical
expenses:

® Health insurance costs and Medical
service costs.

Health insurance costs include Medicare
premiums and other health insurance
premiums, including HMO and prepaid plan
premiums and Co-insurance payments.

Medical service costs include personal care
services prescribed by a doctor and
transportation by ambulance, bus or taxi
to get medical care.

What Medical Expenses cannot be
used to meet your share of cost?

Premiums for insurance policies that pay
you money because you are in the hospital
or when the payment is not medical ex-
penses.

Fist aid supplies and medicine chest sup-
plies such as adhesive bandages, alcohol,
cold remedies, etc.

What do I need to do?

You need to provide proof of your medical
expenses to an Economic Self-Sufficiency
office or Bill Tracking. You or your Medicaid
provider can do this by fax, mail, or in
person. Please include:

® The amount of the expense

® The date the expense was incurred

® The date and amount of any payments
that you have made for the expense.

There are several kinds of proof you can
provide, such as:

e Monthly medical bills you have received
® Receipts for paid medical bills, and
® Cancelled checks for paid medical bills.

It is recommended that you obtain and
submit your medical bills as early in the
month as possible to allow you maximum
coverage for Medicaid that month.
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.This information is for general education only and is
not intended to be used to solve individual problems,
nor does it replace the advice of an attorney. The law
which supports conclusions contained herein is sub-
ject to change.
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To locate your local legal aid or legal ser-
vices office, please visit us on the web at

www.floridalawhelp.org

Your local legal aid or legal services office
can be located through either the “Find Local
Help” or “Directory” links at the top of the

page.

If you don’t have access to the internet,
consult your local Directory Assistance for
the number of the legal aid or legal services

office nearest to you.
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